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Board of Education Presentation Highlights SDS Initiatives
Mr. Crozier and Mrs. Martin were the guests of the Board of Education on
Tuesday, January 10th.  The building leaders were thrilled to highlight
many of the wonderful initiatives that are ongoing at Smallwood. 
 Highlights included Social and Emotional Learning, The Buffalo Math
Collaborative, Diversity, Equity and Inclusion in Literacy and our Evening
with the Arts event to just name a few. We thank the several members of
our Smallwood faculty who helped make our presentation come alive. 
 Click here for the taping of the presentation. 
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SDS Vending Machine Reveal 
Brings Excitement 

Thanks to the generosity of the PTA and a very
successful Fun Run, Smallwood Drive School has a
brand new book vending machine garnering much
excitement!  Mrs. Cummiskey and Mr. Crozier did
the big unveiling on Friday, January 13th.  Starting
in the year 2023, students who are selected as
Student of the Month will be given a special token
for a free book.  Smallwood is thrilled that this
newest addition fits our vision of promoting literacy
and our desire to cultivate students that are
champions of character.  We are very grateful to
Mrs.Cummiskey and the PTA for this wonderful
addition to our school.    



 

On Tuesday, November 29th, the entire faculty and staff of Smallwood
joined together in a celebration of thanks before our students arrived
for the day. This year’s school wide theme of Lending A PAW was
evident in our decorated cafeteria.  Students wrote messages of
appreciation to the entire staff that are displayed proudly throughout
our entire building.

Thanksgiving Breakfast Shows Staff 
Much Appreciation

Fun Run Earns Glow Dance Party

Mr. Crozier and Mrs. Martin hosted a Dance
Glow Party for the students as a thank you for
their participation and fundraising during the
Fun Run. We celebrated on Thursday,
December 1st as each grade level had time in
the gym to dance with their glow sticks. All the
students received glow sticks and bracelets or
necklaces. The students danced to lots of
popular songs and even participated in some
group dances lead by Mrs. Furlong. The party
ended with an ice cream treat for each child. A
big thank you to Mrs. Higgins for organizing the
party for us and the PTA for funding it!



 

In the Spotlight

Congratulations to our 5th graders
and their families for supporting
the United Presbyterian Church
with our annual food drive in
December.  We can not think of a
better way to "Lend A PAW" then
helping those in need during the
holiday season!

SDS 5th Graders "Lend A PAW" with
the Food Drive for the United

Presbyterian Church

Congratulations to our very own Mr. Milliman and Mrs. Hebeler who
were recently selected to participate in the New York State Master
Teacher Program by the State University of New York. Mr. Milliman and
Mrs. Hebeler join Ms. Chittenden, Mrs. Cinelli and Mrs. Zobel as
representatives from Smallwood Drive School!



Smallwood Drive School is
committed to making improve-
ments to our arrival and dismissal
procedures.  Starting February 1st,
we are returning to our original
7:45 am start time.  Students need
to be dropped off by 7:45 am each
morning.  If you normally drop-off
in the back of the school and are
running late, please drive around
to the front of the building .  Pre-
school drop off will continue in
the back of the building between
7:50 am and 8:00 am.

   

IMPORTANT
DATES:

Feb. 17th - Early  
Dismissal @ 10:45 am

 
Feb. 20-24 - Mid Winter

Break
 

March 2-- Evening 
Parent Conferences 

 
March 3 - No  School - 

Day Parent Confernces 
 

April 3rd - 7th - Spring
Break

 

Important

News



Students are encouraged to select different genres
of books in the library. Primary students have been
focusing on characteristics of fiction books
including characters, setting, and problems and
solutions. Intermediate students have been
focusing on nonfiction books and their text
features including table of contents, index, and
glossary. For a library challenge at home, set a
reading goal for February. Make a reading log to
track the books as you read.

Students have been learning so much in music classes
and choruses! 
Primary (PK-2) students are developing their singing
voices with a wide variety of song styles. These
students are also building a vocabulary of tonal and
rhythm patterns they can use later for layering,
improvising and composing. Intermediate (3-5)
students are using their already developed
“vocabulary” of patterns to transfer into some more
complex instruments. Recorder and Ukulele are in full
swing. 5th graders are working on creating their own
Blues songs.

WHAT'S NEW
 IN SPECIAL

AREAS
 

Library

 Vocal Music 

Mrs. Cummiskey

Ms. Furlong
Ms. Wolfanger



 Wellness

Students in 4th and 5th grade have begun their lessons
in violin, viola, cello and double bass. They meet once a
week in a small group setting to learn how to play their
instrument and learn how to read the language of
music. They will soon learn how to use the bow! Fifth
graders in their second year of playing have begun to
learn advanced skills. They are also rehearsing once a
week for 40 minutes in a large group setting to get
ready for upcoming concerts.

Band students in 5th grade were very excited to
play for everyone on January 18th!  Their 
 performance included the world premiere of the
piece “Fruit Smoothie” by Jodie Blackshaw.  4th
grade band students are working on refining the
first 5 notes we have learned.  They are working on
playing songs that use all 5 notes, and also combine
the whole note, half note and quarter note rhythms
we have learned.

WHAT'S NEW IN SPECIAL AREAS

 Instrumental 
Music
Band

Instrumental 
Music

Strings

Mrs. Antersol

Mrs. Ells



PHYSICAL
 EDUCATION

Mr. Dolce
Mr. Mobus

Mr. DiRienzo

 ARTWHAT'S NEW IN SPECIAL AREAS

Students are staying active in the gymnasium by
participating in our popular units in the month of
December. Our students in grades K-2 have been
practicing overhand and underhand throwing as well
as catching. They have put together those skills with
fun games in the gym and with throwing and catching
centers. The students in grades 3-5 participated in our
soccer unit where they had the opportunity to practice
dribbling, passing, trapping, kicking and basic game
play. In the month of January, the K-2 students will
focus on dribbling and ball handling while our 3-5
students will begin the basketball unit. Intramurals will
continue in the month of January for our 4th grade
students. A reminder that all students need to wear
sneakers to participate in class. We all know being
stuck indoors this winter can be difficult at times
especially to keep kids active. Please click this link to
get some ideas on how to keep kids moving in the
winter. 

 Health

Mr. DiRienzo

The 4th/5th grade students have wrapped up their
final lesson of the year and 2nd/3rd grade students
are underway learning about the three different
sides of the health triangle (Physical, Mental &
Emotional, and Social Health). One of the more
important topics we will cover over the next 11 weeks
will be Self-Care. As the colder temperatures arrive,
please be sure to practice and reinforce good
hygiene with your child. Making sure your child
practices covering their cough and washing their
hands when necessary, will be incredibly benefcial
for their health this winter!

https://www.actionforhealthykids.org/activity/stay-active-during-winter-break/


Students in the primary grades are finishing our
Physical Activity Concept mini-unit. We know that a
warm-up prepares our body for physical activity. It
increases our heart rate and breathing gradually. The
Main Event or The Big Game is the exercise portion of
our workout. Lastly, our cool-down lets our body
return to a normal heart rate and breathing rate. We
practiced working out by playing many fun and
exciting games and cooling down with some
stretching. Students in the intermediate grades were
introduced to the 5 components of Health Related
fitness (cardiovascular endurance, flexibility,
muscular strength, muscular endurance and body
composition). Student learning focused on one
component each week using hands-on fitness
equipment such as yuk-e-medicine balls to develop a
balanced physical activity plan. 

Students in 3rd grade have researched and
presented on an inventor of their choice. They
are now working on creating their own
inventions. Fourth grade students have
researched four types of bridges: suspension,
beam, arch, and truss and worked in pairs to
build one type of bridge. We are moving onto our
next activity, “Mission to Mars”. They will work in
teams and assign roles to complete our class
mission. Fifth grade students have practiced
clarifying, summarizing, questioning, and
predicting to help with their comprehension of
text. We have jumped right into our unit of
reading and analyzing The Giver. Students are
encouraged to practice the strategies we learned
as they read each chapter.

WHAT'S NEW IN SPECIAL AREAS

 Wellness

 Enrichment

Miss Perna

Mrs. Higgins



Monday Meal Share is BackART
MRS. LOTEMPIO

Artists find inspiration all around them. 
 With the season changing from Fall to
Winter, primary students have focused on
creating art surrounding the Winter
season. Students in grades kindergarten
through second grade have continued to
focus on the elements of line and shape
while exploring materials such as chalk,
tempera paints and watercolors.  They
have taken this knowledge and created
winter bears in kindergarten, foxes in first
grade and abstract bears in second grade. 

Our intermediate students in third
through fifth grade began the year
working with the medium of watercolor,
they are now transitioning to the use of
tempera paint.  Third grade students are
beginning a project that focuses on value
and music.  Fourth grade students are
expanding their knowledge of value while
weaving and fifth graders are
experimenting with combining chalk and
paint to create a Buffalo skyline.

Mrs. LoTempio recently put on a
workshop at the ACSD Family

Support Center on monoprinting.
This disrictwide collaborative was

the second in a series of
workshops by the ACSD Art
Department throughout the

month of January.


